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THE ROSICRUCIANS.

observed even in China, which worship, in Protean forms,
being also the worship of the Dragon or Snake, prevails, in
its innumerable contradictory and effective disguises, over
the whole world. How like are the noises and explo-
sions of crackers, &c., to the tumult of the festivals of
Dionusus or Dionysius, to the riot or rout of the Cory-
bantes amongst the Greeks, to the outcry and wild music of
the priests of the Salii> and, in modern times, to the noises
said to be made at initiation by the Freemasons, whose
myths are claimed to be those (or imitative of those) of the
whole world, whose Mysteries are said to come from that
First Time,.deep-buried in the blind, unconscious succession
of the centuries ! In the Royal-Arch order of the Masons,
as some have said, at an initiation, the u companions " fire
pistols, clash swords, overturn chairs, and roll cannon-balls
about. The long-descended forms trace from the oldest
tradition; the origin, indeed, of most things is only doubt
or conjecture, hinted in symbols.

The Egyptian Deities may always be recognised by the
following distinctive marks :

Phthas, Ptah, by the close-fitting Robe, Four Steps,
Baboon, Cynocephalus.

Ammon, Amn, by a Ram's Head, Double Plume, Vase,
Canopus.

The Sun-God (Phre or Ra) has a Hawk's Head, Disc,
Serpent, Urseus.

Thoth, or Thoyt, is Ibis-headed (means a scribe or priest).
Sochos, or Suches, has a Hawk.    Hermes Trismegistus
(Tat) displays a Winged Disc.

The Egyptians, however, never committed their greater
knowledge to marks or figures, or to writing of any kind.

Figure 313 : the Gnostics have a peculiar talisman of Fate
(Homer's A/<ra). This is one of the rarest types to be met
with in ancient art. In Stosch's vast collection, Winckel-
mann was unable to find a single indubitable example. It
is of brown agate, with transverse shades, and is an Etrus-
can intaglio or Gnostic gem. The Gnostics, p. 238, makes a
reference to this figure.